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Zircon (zirconium silicate) is commonly used in geochronology, the scientific
study of the age of minerals and rocks. Zircon is useful as a geochronometer
because its unit cell can accommodate radioactive elements, such as uranium
and thorium atoms, without much natural lead ions. This means that all of the
lead found in zircon must have been produced through radioactive decay.
Geochronologists use the lead-to-uranium ratio of a zircon to estimate the age
of the rock in which it was found.
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- Written by Eugene Choi, Edited by Paulette Clancy

(Photo credit: Provided by and used with permission from Prof. Kusiak).
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